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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1 104 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOREGUS 

SUBJECT: APRIL 12 EGYPTIAN MEDIA REACTION TO ISRAELI ATTACK 
IN BEIRUT: INCREASE OF ANTI- AMERICAN RHETORIC 

1. PRESS CONTINUES TO BE DOMINATED BY ARTICLES AND EDITORIALS 
CONCERNING ISRAELI RAID ON BEIRUT. ANTI- US TONE HAS INCREASED 
NOTICEABLY. THREE CAIRO ARABIC DAILIES REPORT AS FOLLOWS: 

( A) AKHBAR' S MAIN STORY FOCUSES ON MESSAGES AND APPEALS 
DIRECTED TO FEDAYEEN INSIDE ISRAEL TO MAINTAIN STEADFASTNESS 
AND NOT TO FEAR THAT FEDAYEEN " SECRETS” WERE STOLEN BY ISRAELI 
RAIDERS. AKHBAR STATES IT HAS LEARNED THAT. ACCORDING TO 
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DOCUMENTS OBTAINED BY RESISTANCE, ASSASSINATION OF ARAFAT 
WAS ISRAELI TARGET. AKHBAR THEN STATES ( AS FACT, AND NOT 
ATTRIBUTED TO ANY OTHER SOURCE) THAT FEDAYEEN HAVE OBTAINED 
DOCUMENTS PROVING CIA TO BE THE " TOOL WHICH PLANNED AND 
EXECUTED THE AGGRESSION WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF SEVERAL 
RESISTANCE LEADERS.' 1 AKHBAR GIVES AS EVIDENCE OF THIS FACT 
THAT CARS USED IN INCIDENT WERE HIRED BY INDIVIDUALS A WEEK 
BEFORE EVENT, AND THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE SEEN FREQUENTING 
AMERICAN EMBASSY BEIRUT BUILDING BEFORE DISAPPEARING ON THE 
SAME NIGHT. MOREOVER, AKHBAR ALLEGES THAT NINE INDIVIDUALS 
PARTICIPATING IN CRIME ENTERED AMERICAN EMBASSY AT 4:30 A. M. 
TUESDAY. AKHBAR ADDS THAT MASKS USED BY RAIDERS ALSO PROVE 
THAT LONG- TIME RESIDENTS OF BEIRUT TOOK PART IN RAID, AND 
THAT CONTRADICTIONS IN ISRAELI BROADCASTS ALSO SUBSTANTIATE 
THEORY OF US INVOLVEMENT. AKHBAR STATES THAT ISRAELI BOAT 
WAS SIGHTED ON LEBANON 1 S COAST OPPOSITE US EMBASSY, BUT 
DEPARTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER BEING SEEN WITHOUT HAVING PICKED 
UP PERSONS WHO SOUGHT REFUGE AT EMBASSY. AKHBAR CONTAINS 
STRONG ANTI- US ARTICLE BY MUSA SABRI DEVOTED ALMOST ENTIRELY 
TO GROWING US ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE ON ME AND ECONOMIC MEASURES 
WHICH ARABS MAY TAKE IN RETALIATION. EXCEPT FOR FINAL NOTE 
THAT ISRAELI RAID WAS INTENDED TO PUSH ARABS TO ACT RASHLY 
OUT OF DESPAIR, THERE IS NO MENTION OF BEIRUT INCIDENT. 

( B) AHRAM' S HEADLINE: " THE ENTIRE WORLD, EXCEPT 
AMERICA, WARNS OF SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF ISRAELINOUZPILLA 
WARFARE." AHRAM CONCENTRATES ON WORLD REACTION TO EVENT AND 
" FACT" THAT US HAS NOT TAKEN STRONG POSITION AGAINST RAID. 

AHRAM NOTES THAT ONLY POSITION TAKEN BY US WAS STATEMENT 
DENYING INVOLVEMENT OF CIA AND AMERICAN EMBASSY BEIRUT IN 
AFFAIR; BEYOND THIS, AHRAM SAYS USG DID NOTHING. AHRAM' S 
AL- GAMMAL HAS BRIEF EDITORIAL CALLING FOR JOINT ARAB ACTION 
TO PRESENT EOMPLAINT ON BEIRUT RAID TO SECURITY COUNCIL; HE 
DOES NOT MENTION US. 

( C) GUMHURI Y Y A HEADLINES SADAT' S MEETINGS TO DISCUSS 
CONSEQUENCES OF RAID, WITHOUT GIVING SIGNIFICANT DETAILS EXCEPT 
TO NOTE THAT OTHER SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED. GUMHURIYY A' S 
EDITORIAL CALLS FOR " CONTROLLED ANGER" AND RESOLVE IN FACE 
OF ISRAELI AGGRESSION. EDITORIAL STATES THAT US FINGERPRINTS 
CAN BE SEEN IN OPERATION AND US INTERESTS SHOULD BE SUBJECT 
TO ARAB RETALIATION. 
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2. SAWT EL- ARAB AND OTHER EXCLUSIVELY GOE RADIO BROADCASTS 
HAVE CONTINUED FOR PAST 24 HOURS WITH THEME THAT WITHOUT 
US ASSISTANCE ISRAELI ATTACK COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MADE. GOE 
BROADCASTS HAVE NOT. RPT NOT, STATED OR IMPLIED DIRECT US 
COMPLICITY. VOICE OF PALESTINE' S " SAWT AL- ASSIFA" HAS, 

HOWEVER, CONTINUED TO STATE THEME OF CIA AND AMERICAN 
EMBASSY BEIRUT INVOLVEMENT IN AFFAIR. 

3. FUNERAL SERVICE AMUOMAR MAKRAM MOSQUE WENT OFF CALMLY 
IN LATE MORNING AND MOURNERS 

DID NOT APPROACH USINT. 

WE HAVE HAD REPORTS OF DEMONSTRATION WHICH MOVED OFF CAMPUS 
OF CAIRO UNIVERSITY IN FORENOON, BUT UNTIL 1400 LOCAL, 

TAHRIR SQUARE TRAFFIC AND BUSINESS WERE AT NORMAL LEVEL 
OF ACTIVITY. WE ARE INFORMED THAT AUC HAS, AS OF EARLY 
AFTERNOON. HAD NO REACTION TO BEIRUT EVENTS. 

4. AT ABOUT 1400 WE WERE INFORMED THAT DEMONSTRATION WAS IN 
PROGRESS IN NEAR VICINITY 

OF USINT. WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED TO BUTTON UP. 

GREENE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 APR 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973CAIRO01 104 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: RR 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: CAIRO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730439/aaaaiegi.tel 

Line Count: 140 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 NOV 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: WITHDRAWN <01 -Aug-2001 by reddocgw, CIA IN TEXT>; RELEASED <29-Nov-2001 by morefirh>; APPROVED <29-Nov-2001 by 
morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 971222 

Subject: APRIL 12 EGYPTIAN MEDIA REACTION TO ISRAELI ATTACK IN BEIRUT: INCREASE OF ANTI- AMERICAN RHETORIC 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, US 

To: AMEMBASY AMMAN 

BEIRUT 

JIDDA 

KHARTOUM 

LONDON 

MOSCOW 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


NEA 

SECSTATE WASHDC 
TEL AVIV 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



